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THINK-PAIR-SHARE

A Think-Pair-Share (TPS) is a quick (2-5 min.) verbal interaction between two or three students that allows them to quickly process the academic language and content being learned.  TPS is not just a background knowledge activity, so also keep it in mind for building other habits and for the during- and post-reading stages.  TPS can be very effective during teach presentations for creating “breaks” that push students to organize thoughts well enough to communicate them.  TPS also allows a student to hear how another person is processing the learning, which further builds background knowledge.

You can use TPS in many different areas of instruction, such as vocabulary, content concepts, opinions, compare-and-contrast activities, sharing parts of homework, summaries of texts or visuals, connecting to background knowledge or other classes, making predictions or inferences, and solving problems.

Procedure
1.  Create a question or prompt that will get students to use their background knowledge and experience to answer it. 

	Tips for generating TPS questions or prompts



	1.  Create questions or prompts that zoom in on key content concepts in the text and relate to previous learning:

· What was the Magna Carta and why was it important?

· Why do authors use metaphors to enhance a story?”  Give examples from our last book.

· Draw and explain how the circulatory system interacts with the respiratory system.

· Explain how a certain quotation from the story proves that the character fits your description.

· Explain how to divide fractions.

2.  Create open-ended questions or prompts that connect to students’ lives and allow for personalized divergent responses:

· If you were a colonist, would you have…? Why?

· How does our community deal with waste and pollution?

· Describe how acids and bases are used at your house.

· If you found a wallet with no ID, what would you do?  Why?

3.  Create questions or prompts for academic skills and other habits that you want to emphasize while reading and throughout the presentation, lesson, unit, or year.  These skills might include generating questions, summarizing, predicting, inferring, clarifying, persuading, evaluating, analyzing, comparing, and so on:

· How might this war be similar to the Civil War?

· What were the causes and effects of the first Gulf War/
Generate two below-the-surface questions about molecular bonds.

· Summarize how to solve equations by using the substitution method.

· What can you infer about the character’s feelings from her actions?

4.  Focus and Connect (FoCo): Create questions or prompts that focus students back on the author’s purpose and connect the text to the essential standards for which you are using it:

· What does this have to do with our goal of learning the many ways in which difference people helped in the war?

· How does this connect to our objective of learning how to persuade others?


2.  Ask students to think in silence for 30-60 second to mentally prepare what they will say.  They can write down thoughts, too.

3.  Put students into pairs.  During the pair work, students should do the following:

· Face their partner, show interest, and listen actively.  They can even take notes.

· Take turns talking.

· Stay on the topic.

· Remember what their partner says in order to share it with the class later.

· Give reasons for any opinions, such as evidence from the book, class discussions, or one’s own life.

· Use the vocabulary and academic language that you have modeled.

· Ask their partner questions that call for clarification and evidence:  Do you mean that…?  Why do you think that?  Where does it say that?  (Caution students to be polite and respectful in their questioning of one another).

4.  After pair time, ask students to share with the class what their partners aid.  This forces them to listen and also publicly validates what each partner has said.

Variations:

Double Prompt Pair-Share;  Create two different questions for the TPS, one for each student, so they cannot simply say things such as “ditto” or “I agree” or “you said my answer.”

Think-Pair-Square:  After pairs are done sharing with one another ask them to turn to another pair to share.  This gives students a chance to share with three peo9ple instead of the entire class.

Insert various reading and writing components.  For example, you could have TWPS (Think-Write[Quickwrite]-Pair-Share).  TPWS (Think-Pair-Write-Share), RPS (Read-Pair-Share), RWPS (Read-Write-Pair-Share), and so on.
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